en. ii.           THE ASSEMBLING OF THE ARMY.                n
his inarch, and to join the English army, which was ap-
proaching Delhi from the north. Orders were issued to
the troops to prepare to move the next morning, and the
rest of the day was spent by us in getting ready to ac-
company them.
The march was to commence at dawn; long before
that time we were dressed and assembled in the veran-
dah. Half an hour had passed when Captain Nixon
joined us, and in tone and manner expressive of much
annoyance informed me that he feared our departure
would have to be delayed; the pay of the soldiers, he
said, was in arrears, and they declined to set out till
they received it, which could not be till the arrival
of the State treasurer, which, however, he shortly ex-
pected.
This revelation of the discipline of the army was
rather startling; it confirmed certain disparaging ob-
servations respecting the force which the Seths had let
fall during their visit the previous day. Before long a
jingling of bells was heard, and a gay little cart drawn
by two fine bullocks entered the garden, and trotted
up the avenue. A servant presently came up and
announced the arrival of the treasurer. The chiefs
were summoned, a consultation followed; when it was
concluded, Captain Nixon informed us that the difficulty
about the pay had been arranged, and that in a few
minutes the army would begin to march. The minutes
were so protracted that we began to fear some fresh
obstacle had been discovered, when at length a gun fired.
The report was followed by a babel of sounds, neighing
of horses, shouts of men, jingling of bells, and at inter-
vals that unpleasant bubbling noise that vicious camels
emit when being laden. The sounds presently grew
fainter, there was a tramp of men and horses, and in a